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WA MENTAL HEALTH AWARDS AND WA MENTAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [9.04 am]: Last week, two key events were held for 
the mental health sector. I attended the WA Mental Health Awards, along with my colleagues Hon Bill Johnston, 
the Minister for Minister for Mines and Petroleum, and Hon Alanna Clohesy, the parliamentary secretary. This 
year, there were 148 nominations across eight categories, so to be awarded as a finalist or winner is an outstanding 
achievement. I presented the Perth Inner City Youth Service with the Diversity Award for its strong focus on 
assisting young LGBTIQA people who are experiencing disconnection from their family, and associated mental 
health challenges and homelessness. Other award winners included: the Aboriginal Males Healing Centre in the 
Pilbara; Dr Anand Deshmukh from the WA Country Health Service and Shivani Lala of Southern Cross Care; 
Coodanup College in Mandurah; Macmahon Holdings; Mentally Healthy WA’s Act–Belong–Commit campaign; 
Hayley Solich; and Rhianna Mitchell. Congratulations again to all finalists and winners. 
Following the awards night, the 2019 WA Mental Health Conference took place over the next two days, with 
approximately 400 people meeting from all over Western Australia to network, share and learn about best practice. 
The conference plays an important role in bringing the mental health sector together. With the theme this year of 
Stronger Together, it was an inspiring event to be a part of. What was clear to me as I attended the morning of the 
first day was just how committed people are to improving mental health outcomes, and how much collaboration is 
happening across all levels of the sector. Mr Speaker, this is what we need. An integrated and well-functioning mental 
health, alcohol and other drug sector will be possible only when we work together—government, non-government 
organisations and individuals. It is positive to see the whole sector, on all levels, coming together to work towards 
our common goal. Finally, thank you to the Western Australian Association for Mental Health, which hosted and 
organised both events, with the support of the Mental Health Commission. I hope these key events on the 
Western Australian health calendar continue to grow and inspire others in the years to come. 
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